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January 2004 
 
 

2nd Chartermark Award  
For SLS! 

For those w ho didn ’ t know , i n  
N ovember 2002 S LS  was 
aw arded thi s pres ti gi ous 
aw ard for excellence i n publi c  
serv i ce for the second time. 
W e w ould li ke to thank a ll our 
custome rs for thei r support. 
W e wi ll conti nue to s tri ve for 
improved serv ices. 
 

Best Va lue Inspection 
 
Some of you will be aware that 
SLS were involved in Caerphilly  
L ibrary Services’ Best Value 

Inspection. This was 
undertaken by Estyn and the 
Audit Comm ission. The whole 
service was awarded a 2* *  

”Good” rating.  The Report w ill 
soon be ava ilable  on the SLS 

website. 

 
SLS Staff ing 

 
 W e have tw o new  member s 
of  staff  a t S LS . A li son C ourt 
replaces Bernadette Ryan as 
S chools Librarian. 
 

 
   

Ali son can  be contacte d on 
01495 235 564  
 
 
 
 

   W e a lso w elcome M atthew  
G annon w ho has joi ned our 
team  as a  Library Assi s tan t. 
 

 
 
 

Training at SLS 
 
W e have hoste d a  numbe r of  
very successful tra i ni ng 
events i n the pas t few  
months.  
 

Reading 
for Boys 
for 
Primary & 
S econdary 

level w as fully  booked. In fact 
i t w as so popular tha t Primary 
schools a sked for i t to be 
repeate d and thi s w as 
arranged for the 24 th of  
S eptem ber 2003 .   
 

Future Training Events  
 
A Trai ning Day wi th G eoff  
Dubber w i ll be held a t S chools 
Library S ervi ce on March 16 th.   
 
The course w i ll i nv olve 2  
sessi ons: Training Pupil 
Lib rarians and Induction for 
year 7 ’s.    
Thi s i s f ree of  charge to a ll 
s taff  wi th re sponsibi li ty for 
S econdary school li brari es 

w i thi n C aerphi lly  C ounty 
Borough and B laenau Gw ent.   
 
If  you w ould li ke to rese rve a  
place p lease contact :  Chri s 
S elby - 01495  235563 

 
L ibrary Forum 

 
The Primary & S econdary 
Forums  mee t once a  te rm. 
M eeti ngs prov ide an 
opportuni ty for consulta ti on 
on matte rs such as tra i ni ng, 
author v i si ts, and the 
development & i mprovement 
of  serv ices. S chool li brary 
s taff  can share good practi ce 
and keep up to da te w i th the 
lates t developmen ts. W hy no t 
come a long.   N ext mee ti ngs: 
 

Primary Forum 
 
February 26th at Schools 
L ibrary Service - 4.00pm 
 

Secondary Forum 
 
March 3rdat B lackwood 
Comprehensive Sch ool‘s 
Learning Resource Centre.    
– 2.30 pm 
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Opening H ours Review & 
change of late night 

openin g hours 
 
S LS  have i n the pas t opened 
unti l 6 .30  pm on W ednesday 
eveni ngs, but v ery few  
custome rs use  thi s f ac i li ty . 
Follow i ng consultati on w i th 
our custome rs, i t has been 
decided tha t w e w i ll now  c lose 
at 5 .00pm.  W e are s ti ll 
prepared to open outside 
normal offi ce hours on 
W ednesdays by pri or 
arrangement.  

 

SLS Statistics 2002/2003 
No o f i tem s  loaned to sc hools 

                      2 21,140           
Num ber o f projects reques ted 

by sc hools                  2,697                   

Tota l Number of Compla ints   5 

Comments on lack of  s tock    3  
Comments on i nappropri ate 
Content i n books                   2                               

Cost of Service 
Caerphilly 
£145,301 
 

Blaenau Gwent  
£60,766 
 

Vaynor & Penderyn 
High(M erthyr)   
£608 (Spring Term only) 
 

GEST (Caerphilly)  
£5,000  

ICT NEWS 
   

 The new  Windows 
version of the 
Prim ary Library 
database should be 
availab le in the near 
future. 

 
 

 We are currently in 
the process of 
updating the SLS web 
site and thi s w ill be 
availab le soon.  

 
 
 

 Award Winn ing  Books 
 
 The w inner of the Carnegie 
medal 2002 ( presented in 
2003 ) was  Sharon Creech 
for ‘Ruby Holler’. 
 
 
The w inner of the Kate 
Greenaway medal was Bob 
Graham  for ‘Jethro Byrde – 
Fairy Child’  
 
These boo ks are avai lable 
from S c hools L ibrary 
service.  
 

 
 

Author Visit Programme  
 
2003/2004 
 
Severa l of our schools  have 
enjoyed visits from authors 
during the last year and  
there are more of these 
excit ing events due in 2004.  
   
25th Sept   Bo b H artman 
30th Sept   Phi l Carradi ce 
15th Oct     Coli n W est 
3rd Nov     P hi l Carradi ce 
13th Nov     Bernard As hley   
25th Nov    Ron da &  Davi d Arm i tage   
15th Jan       George Layton  
10th Feb.      L i z M illi on 
18th M arch   Ini go Jones 
23rd Apri l     Alan Gi bbons 
26th Apri l    Lesley H ow arth  
6th M ay        N i ck Sharratt   
18th M ay      Douglas H ill 
8th June      John F oster  
 
World Book day 2004 is  
Thursday 4th March  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for all for life . i bawb  am  byth 

 

 

 

 

In association with Blaenau Gwent 
Mewn cysylltiad a Blaenau Gwent     


